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In the philosophy of lllumination (Hikmat al-Ishraq), Suhrawardi refers divine
knowledge to the attribute of Basar, and introduces Basar as the most fundamental
attribute in the Divine Essence, such that other essential attributes of God, like
knowledge and hearing, derive from it. From his perspective, the Divine Essence
is pure Light, and Basar is interpreted in close connection with this luminous
reality. However, he does not extend this theory to human beings, nor does he
examine the relationship between human attributes and human essence.This
epistemic gap becomes more significant when, based on the viewpoint of Elahiyat
belma’na al-akhass, the relation between the Divine attributes and the Divine
Essence is one of Tasaoug, whereas the relation between human attributes and
human essence is one of Tasaavi. Can the reference of all attributes to Basar also
be applied to human beings? And how can this difference be explained on the
mystical and philosophical foundations of the philosophy of Illumination?This
article, through a descriptive-analytical method and with a comparative approach
between Illuminationist philosophy and the teachings of Advaita Vedanta,
addresses this question. Shankara, the prominent Advaita philosopher, regards
visual intuition as the most fundamental means of knowledge and extends the role
of Basar in cognition beyond the level of the external senses. Using this approach,
the article attempts to reconsider Suhrawardi’s theory within the framework of
Vedantic mystical anthropology and to examine the possibility of extending it to
human beings.
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