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Qur’anic revelation, as the most fundamental divine
manifestation in Islamic civilization, has consistently occupied a
central position in the studies of Orientalists and Islamic scholars. In
recent decades, a number of Western scholars have sought to
emphasize conceptual, narrative, and linguistic similarities between
the Qur’an and Jewish and Christian scriptures, arguing for a human
origin of the Qur’an and portraying it as derived from or influenced
by earlier religious knowledge. This view is primarily based on
comparisons between the stories of prophets, legal teachings, and
shared vocabulary. However, a comprehensive examination of the
historical, cultural, and linguistic milieu of the Qur’anic revelation
reveals serious deficiencies in the structure of this theory. One of the
most significant critiques of the “borrowing” theory relates to the
absence of existing, reliable, and accessible translations of Jewish and
Christian scriptures into Arabic in the Arabian Peninsula prior to
Islam. According to recent findings by scholars such as Sidney
Griffith, the earliest Arabic translations of the Old and New
Testaments date several centuries after the time of the Prophet
(PBUH). Furthermore, historical evidence indicates that the Prophet
not only lacked access to written texts of the People of the Book, but
that the Jewish and Christian communities of the Arabian Peninsula
themselves frequently had no direct knowledge of the complete sacred
texts. This article, through a critical re-reading of the major opinions
of Orientalists such as T. Noldeke, Torrey, Kash, Wansbrough, Crone,
and Griffith, and by relying on historical and textual analyses,
demonstrates that the existing similarities are not evidence of
borrowing or influence, but rather indicators of a shared origin of
Abrahamic religions, manifested anew and independently in the
Qur’an. Accordingly, the Qur’an’s structural and semantic
independence, the critique of vulnerable Western sources, and the
absence of credible evidence for access to earlier scriptures reaffirm
the divine origin and timeless miraculous nature of this heavenly
book.
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