ST 5 g9 (293 (8 (ol 4 g

The Effectiveness of Epic Mysticism (Mystical Epic) in
Nahj al-Balagha and its Role in Spiritual and Social
Education

Ahmad Farshbafian®, Somayyeh Mohammadian?

1. Associate Professor of Persian Language and Literature, University of Tabriz.
Email: farshbafian@tabrizu.ac.ir

2. PhD student at University of Tabriz. Email: smyh23063@gmail.com

Article Info Abstract:
Article type: Mysticism and epic, as distinct literary genres, have
Research Article produced significant works throughout history. Despite

fundamental differences, they share common components
leading researchers to explore "Epic Mysticism™ or "Mystical
Epic." Nahj al-Balagha, a primary source of Islamic wisdom

Print ISSN: and education, exemplifies this synthesis, containing both
2716-9812 profound mystical dimensions and heroic epic manifestations.
Online ISSN: The mysticism presented in Nahj al-Balagha is active and
2717-3488 heroic; God is perceived within the heart of life and human

struggle. The seeker achieves divine proximity through

responsibility, justice-seeking, and moral refinement. This

Received:2025/12/13 research aims to examine the efficacy of epic mysticism in Nahj
) al-Balagha using a descriptive-analytical method. Findings
Detected:2026/05/20 indicate that concepts such as the "Greater Jihad" (*Jihad al-
Accepted:2026/06/01  Akbar*), human dignity, and the mystic’s social responsibility

Available:2026/06/09 form the pillars of this genre.
Content analysis reveals that through components such as

active monotheistic knowledge, militant asceticism, spiritual
Keywords: courage, and the struggle against oppression, epic mysticism
Nahj al-Balagha, epic offers a framework for the spiritual development of believers.
mysticism, Imam Ali |t serves as a model for social and civilizational mysticism in
(AS), spiritual-social  the contemporary world. By integrating inner spirituality with
education, justice. outward heroism, Imam Ali (AS) presents a model of the
"Perfect Man," rescuing mysticism from isolation and placing
it at the heart of social struggle.
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