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This study examines the persuasive function of the style of the
sermons of Nahj al Balagha in shaping the social action of their
audiences. The central question is how stylistic features at the
phonological, lexical, syntactic and rhetorical levels are interwoven
with the three classical proofs of ethos, pathos and logos, and how
they turn the language of the sermons from a mere instrument of
expression into a mechanism for the transition from awareness to
collective action. The research adopts a qualitative, descriptive-
analytical method. Its analytical framework combines two
components: the classical theory of rhetorical proof as formulated in
Aristotle’s Rhetoric and read through Kennedy's critical translation
and commentary, and the sociological conception of meaningful,
norm-oriented and communicative action in Weber, Giddens and
Habermas. The first supplies the internal grammar of persuasion, the
second the external criterion by which a persuaded audience is
recognised as an acting public. The corpus was purposefully selected
on the basis of the criterion of “socio political agency capacity” and
comprises five sermons in the Subhi Salih edition: Nos. 3 (al
Shigshiqiyya), 27, 93, 192 (al Qasi a) and 216. Analysis proceeds
through four stylistic layers (phonological, lexical, syntactic, and
rhetorical imagistic); every analytical claim is supported by direct
Arabic evidence together with its translation, its documentation in the
classical commentaries, and an explanation of its relation to the three
proofs. The findings indicate that the music of speech, parallelism and
rhyme, lexical oppositions, imperative constructions and rhetorical
questions, and a network of metaphors and parables function not as
decorative devices but as fundamental mechanisms that consolidate
trust in the speaker, mobilise collective emotion, and define the
argumentative horizon of social action. These findings converge with,
and extend, the results of recent corpus stylistic and speech act studies
of Nahj al Balagha. The conclusion is that style in the selected
sermons bears an organic connection to social action, and that Nahj al
Balagha may be regarded as a text in which ethos, pathos and logos
?re designed within a precise, agentive and society building linguistic
orm.
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