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The problem of religious diversity and the explanation of the
competing claims to truth among religions constitutes one of the
fundamental challenges in contemporary philosophy of religion.
Prevailing approaches—ranging from exclusivism, which asserts the
validity of a single faith, to relativistic pluralism, which posits the parity
of all religions in their access to truth—each face significant theoretical
shortcomings. This research aims to offer a novel explanation of
I‘e|égIOUS diversity by harnessing the ontological potential of Mulla
Sadra’s Transcendent Philosophy (al-hikma al-muta ‘aliya). Employing
an_analytical-descriptive method based on library fesearch and a

hilosophical-theological approach, the_article re-reads and analyzes

adrian ontological foundations—specifically the Primacy of Existénce
(asalat al-wujid), the gradation of existence Eltashkz‘k al-wujud), and the
personal unity of existence (wahdat-i shakhsi-yi wujid)—in their
application to the problem of the multiplicity of religious laws
(shara’i R"The findings suggest that Mulla Sadra’s tripartite
philosophical transition—from the primacy of essence to the primacy
of existence, through graded unity, and ultimately to the personal unity
of existence—provides a systematic framework for understanding
religious diversity in a hierarchical and longitudinal manner. In this
interpretation, divine laws are not discrete or mutually exclusive
multiplicities but rather gradual and graded manifestations (zuhirat) of
a sm%_Ie luminous reality (the Truth of Religion). This reality achieves
its ultimate perfection in Islam as the most comprehensive stratum. By
dlstlngsulsh}n% between the “existential truth of religion” and the “form
of the Sharia,” this model maintains the finality and comprehensiveness
of Islam while simultaneously acknowledging the hierarchical valld!t%/
of preceding religions, Furthérmore, it transforms the concepts of fait
(zman) and disbelief (kufr) into ontological strata, thereby offering a
viable paradigm for interréligious dialogue founded upon the unity of
origin and the multiplicity of manifestation. The results of this study
illuminate the capacity of the Transcendent Philosophy to resolve
interreligious disputes and exgand the scope of comparafive theology
based on the Islamic philosophical heritage..
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